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The Best Insulation 
For Residential Construction 


RESINATE CPR 888 


Resinate CPR 888 insulation is a PAPI® based, 
fluorocarbon blown, low density rigid 
polyurethane insulation material specifically 
designed to be spray-applied in new residential 
construction. Properly installed by a qualified ap- 
plicator, it conforms to basic building codes and 
can meet federal energy requirements as well as 
those of most state and local authorities. 


The purpose of Resinate CPR 888 insulation is to combine with other building 
materials to provide a sealed environment for the homeowner that is safe, com- 
fortable, and that conserves energy. 


® Controls Air Infiltration. . 


.seals the exterior walls and fills the gaps, stop- 


ping the entrance of energy-consuming air. 

® Reduces Convection Currents Within the Wall. ..a warmer/cooler inner 
surface to the living areas reduces the temperature difference and 
minimizes heating or cooling of outside air. 


9 Minimizes Infestation. . 


.many insects and pests will not penetrate this 


inert material. Sealing discourages access. 


® Controls Condensation. . 


.there is a lower potential for condensation 


because of the warmer surfaces within the wall cavity. 
è insulates Better...the highest R-value of all residential insulation. 
Provides more thermal resistance per inch than other types of insulation 


material. 


k-Factor (BTUMhes./sq, 11,/°F lin.) 


THERMAL PROPERTIES 


Design R-value per inch equals 1/k 
ASTM C 177-76 
@ 75°F (24°C) R = 6.25 (aged) 
DesignR@1" = 6.25* 
Design R@2" = 12.50* 
Design R @ 3.5" = 21.88* 
(Full Stud Hugger) 
*Values for foam thickness only. 
k, C, and R value vary with age. 


WE HAVE RESINATE CPR 888 IN OUR WAREHOUSE FOR APPLICATION ON YOUR SITE 
We are also Qualified Applicators for: 


Gates Engineering Chemetics, Inc. Neogard 
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enberprises, NC. 


Carpenter Chemical Anchor Coatings 


Our Personnel are trained to get the Job 
done quickly and professionally 


Witco Chemical Foam Systems 


Era Corporation 


Our Roof 
System is 
Capable of 


URETHANE INSULATION & ROOFING Returning 


your 


ELASTOMERIC COATINGS Investment 


322 E. Court . Des Moines, IA 50309 


in 5 Years! 
515/282-0581 — 


For more information, circle no. 01 on your Datacard. 


Will Carlisle roofs 
laid sixteen years ago 
last another sixteen years? 
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We wouldn’t 
be surprised 


, STETSON 
J a> BUILDING 
PRODUCTS 


“Over 150 applications in Iowa" 


Rock Island, Illinois 
309/788-8412 
619 11th Street 


Des Moines, lowa 
515/243-6286 
510 S.W. Sth Street 


They could last a lot longer than that. The 
earliest Carlisle Sure-Seal installations are 
already 30 years old and still going strong. 


Re-Roofing right now over the old roof. No 
Disruptions. No Displacement. No Delay. 
No Problems. 10 year watertight warranty, 
when installed by Carlisle approved ap- 
plicator. 


Carlisle Universal Roofing Systems- 
Watertight elastometric membrane cover- 
ings for almost any kind of roof with the ad- 
vantages of: One source responsibilty, low 
maintenance, durability, stability, clean ap- 
plication and readily available. 


For more information, circle no. 02 on your Datacard. 


for dentists 

for doctors 

for executives 

for secretaries 

for architects 

for lab technicians 
for bank tellers 


for commercial 
artists 


... the learned Sages of St. Charles have learned a thing they’ve learned to custom-fit the inside of each of the 
or two about work/space problems. And their solutions. units so they provide more functional space than you'd 
In their infinite wisdom they've learned, for one thing, to ever guess existed. And finally, they’ve learned to ac- 
custom-form the outside of St. Charles units to fit an ex- complish their space forming and fitting to meet the very 


isting space. For another and far more important thing, individualistic needs of the people who use the space. 
The Great Phone 
Walls of 515/276-5500 


KE hmla Negley Design & Sales Company 


3839 Merle Hay Road Des Moines 


For more information, circle no. 03 on your Datacard. 
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On the Cover 

Demolition of the Paramount 
Building, October 1979. Des 
Moines Register photograph. 


Works in Progress 


Recycling Old Buildings 
An introduction to the issues 
that surround our existing 
building resources 


Sherman Hill 

The regenerative effects of 
rehabilitation and restora- 
tion at the neighborhood 
scale 


The Valley Bank 
Restoration 

Recapturing the hidden 
sophistication of Art Deco 
Architecture 


A Rich History- 

Herndon Hall 

Latest efforts in a continuing 
cycle of adaptive reuse 


The Bankers Trust 
Building 

James Cook examines the 
long process by which pres- 
ervation efforts win—or lose. 


News 


We Specialize in MW. 
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ON GETTING A GOOD JOB 


NEGOTIATED BIDS—OUR SPECIALTY * UNION MEN USED ON UNION CONTRACTS 
NO JOB TOO BIG * NO JOB TOO SMALL 


- Home carpet 


2453 S.W. 9th na Des ict lowa 50315°Phone 515/243-2161 
information, circ: 0. 04 on your Datacard. 


ou Wouldn’t Build a 
oom Without a Door 


Why would an architect design a room without a door? It doesn’t leave an out! 
It's the same story if you let your present phone system limit your capabilities. 
Northwestern Bell has lots of options to improve your business by making it more 
efficient. The way to communicate effectively is with the right system for your 
operation. Let Northwestern Bell open a new door for you. 


The Speakerphone: Ever tried to juggle 
blueprints and talk on the phone at the 
same time? Make it easy on yourself with 
“hands-free” telephoning. The 
Speakerphone provides this freedom and 
more. It’s a timesaver for group meetings 
between those in your office and those 
hard-to-get-together people on the line. 
Combine it with the Touch-a-matic and you 
have the ultimate in “hands-free” calling. 


Apartment Door Answering Service: 

The next time you work with a multi-unit 

housing project, suggest to your client the 
advantages of tenant security through the 


e No special wiring needed 

e Adaptable to old and new 
construction 

e Uses the regular telephone 
in each apartment 


Data Equipment and Services: More and 
more architects are using data 
communications and data processing to 
assist them in their design functions. 

If you have an existing data system, or 
are planning one, call Northwestern Bell. 
In data communications we take end-to-end 
responsibility for design installation 

and maintenance. 


use of Apartment Door Answering Service. 


For more information, circle no. 05 on your Datacard. 


The Touch-a-matic Telephone: The Touch-a-matic 
“remembers” 31 local or long distance phone 
numbers and dials them automatically with 

the touch of a button. A real convenience when 

it comes to keeping in touch with suppliers, 

clients and blueprint-makers. The unit 

stores numbers with up to 15 digits allowing 

you to use it for international or data 

access calling. The Touch-a-matic is a 
computer-age instrument that brings a new level 
of speed and accuracy to your communications. 
Incorporate it in your plans. 


ComKey Service: The business telephone 
system designed for functional and cost 
efficient communications. Allows you to 

set up conference calls for instant 

answers to those numerous project questions. 
Built-in speaker lets you talk with your 
receptionist without lifting the receiver. 

A system size to fit almost 
every business and even a choice 
of payment plans. 


a 
© Northwestern Bell 


WORKS IN PROGRESS 


Underground Structure 
For Insurance Company 


Construction continues on a 95,000 square foot addi- 
tion in West Des Moines to the Preferred Risk Insurance 
company. The earth sheltered structure (rendering 
below) includes two open office floors and a relocated 
and expanded kitchen-cafeteria that pushes above 
grade. The plan calls for a tightly interlocking addition to 
minimize circulation and avoid unnecessary disruption 
of existing landscaping. Underground construction will 
assure low energy consumption and eliminate costly ex- 
pansion of present boiler facilities. The design provides 
for a series of skylit, landscaped atriums and perimeter 
light wells that will preserve natural daylight conditions 
throughout interior work spaces. The brick, glass, and ar- 
chitectural concrete utilized reiterate the original struc- 
ture designed, as is the current project, by Brooks, Borg 
and Skiles Architects and Engineers. The building will 
draw under one roof the expanding corporate head- 
quarters of the Preferred Risk Companies. Completion is 
estimated for early 1981. 


Community College Extension 


The Urban Center of the Des Moines Community Col- 
lege will soon provide facilities aimed at satisfying the 
needs of the area's non-traditional students. Designed 
by Bussard-Dikis Architects, the 39,000 square foot pro- 
ject continues the development of the Walnut Hill Urban 
Renewal Area. It will include general classrooms, 
science and industrial arts laboratories, library space, 
student lounges, and a book store. The building is 
oriented with its major axis running southwest to north- 
east. Passive energy considerations dictated the 
placement of the majority of the exterior glass on the 
southeast elevation, of which a large portion is protected 
from the summer sun by overhangs. The structure has 
been sited with sensitivity to the existing landscaping, ur- 
ban traffic patterns, and the need for numerous points of 
8 


vehicular access into the campus. Existing city streets 
have been reused for internal circulation to minimize 
development costs. Heating and air conditioning 
systems are designed to allow individual modulation of 
air requirements according to particular room conditions 
and provide for weekend or holiday shut off. Construc- 
tion is scheduled for completion in the fall of 1980 at a 
cost of 2.2 million. 


Phased Expansion For Hospital 


ue 


Hansen, Lind and Meyer, P.C., have begun work on 
the Roy J. Carver Pavilion as first step in a long range 
master plan to replace beds and clinics at the University 
of lowa Hospitals and Clinics, the nation’s largest univer- 
sity owned teaching hospital. The project is designed 
with functions located horizontally and independent of 
one another for expansion capabilities. The in-patient 
areas are organized around an 8-bed teaching and ser- 
vice module, while clinic areas are based on a planning 
module easily divisible into examination rooms, treat- 
ment rooms, and clear corridors. Energy concerns are 
addressed by the use of triple glazed reflective glass 
with blinds sandwiched between panels, a reduced 
percentage of exterior glass, high density foam insula- 
tion, and linkage to a computerized mechanical system 
for the entire hospital. The total development is expected 
to cost 25.3 million and add 350,000 square feet to cur- 
rent facilities in two major phases. 


Additional Facilities For 
Rural Telephone Company 


Byrl Swanson, P.C., of Davenport is architect for a 
telephone facility now under construction in Eldridge, 
lowa. The building is designed to provide offices, training 
facilities, and parts storage for the Central Scott 
Telephone Company, an expanding rural independent 
telephone system. Insulated concrete panels set on a 
steel frame will accomodate future growth. A drive- 
through garage area will ensure easy cleaning and 
maintenance of equipment and serve as a warm over- 
night holding space for emergency service vehicles dur- 
ing winter months. 


Aesthetics 
and 


N Energy... 
The future is in your hands. 
ou have a unique opportunity to 
< influence the energy future all of us 
must share. Incorporating energy 
=< efficiency in each structure you design 
will result in substantial cost savings 
throughout the life of the building. 
And you'll be making a permanent 
contribution to the proper use of 
limited energy resources. 
Pressures are mounting for increased 
Ly A ty NN government regulation of energy 
Lh systems and related structural design. 
Your responsible leadership in this 
area can help eliminate the threat of 
additional regulation. And your efforts 
will create exciting new opportunities 
for innovative design. 


= 
g” 
lowa POWER 


Working For 
An Energy Future 
We Can All Live With 


For more information, circle no. 06 on your Datacard. 
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Recycling 
Old Buildings 


Reprinted with permission of the Preservation Press from Built to 
Last, copyright ©1977 by the Preservation Press, National Trust 
for Historic Preservation. 


Once upon a time, buildings were built to last. The old 
New England proverb, “Use it up, wear it out, make it do 
or do without,’ applied to buildings as much as to other 
scarce resources, But somewhere along the way the 
idea took hold that America’s architecture was a com- 
modity that could and should be shed as quickly as 
clothes to meet current fashions. 

All too frequently, local leaders, planners, developers 
and citizens view old buildings as obstacles to sound 
growth and development, as factors contributing to 
economic stagnation and decline. This view is often so 
deeply ingrained that old buildings seem to be viewed as 
if they themselves were the root cause of a community's 
problems, problems that would disappear only if the old 
buildings were cleared away. When confronting the task 
of redevelopment, local officials, over and over again, 
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seem predisposed toward strategies involving clearance 
and new construction. In fact, cities often offer dispropor 
tionate tax, zoning and code incentives for new con 
struction, Rarely are plans for renewal shaped or in 
fluenced by analyses of the structural soundness of in 
dividual buildings, or even by investigations of the 
feasibility of renovation and reuse. Most people seem to 
make judgements based on how a building looks. If ani 
old building looks bad, it must be bad, they think. If por 
tions of a building show signs of decay, then the building 
as a whole must be structurally unsound. 

Notwithstanding this all-too-common prejudice 
against old buildings, rehabilitation and adaptive use pro- 
jects are being undertaken with increasing frequency 
because they make good social and economic sense. 
Recycling old buildings allows new needs to be met with 
a minimum of disruption to a community and is often 
much more economical, or more marketable, than new 
construction. Moreover, it is becoming obvious to local 
governments that rehabilitation is not only compatible 
with sound community planning, it is in fact essential to 
achieving sensibly controlled growth. These advantages 
of renovating and reusing old buildings apply not only to 
historically and architecturally distinctive structures; 
more commonplace types of old buildings also possess 
architectural integrity and appropriateness to their set- 
tings and can lend themselves gracefully to new uses. 
Advantages of Reusing Old Buildings 

One of the obvious motives for reusing old buildings is 
that they physically link us to our past; they have become 


part of our cultural heritage and their preservation is 
Pcessary to maintain a sense of place in an increasing- 

mass-produced society. Many old buildings deserve 
eservation because of their architectural beauty and 

e character and scale they add to the built environ- 
ent. Their retention also helps to conserve that en- 
ronment by recycling irreplaceable resources. Preser- 
tion of old buildings in and of itself fulfills basic cultural 

d social needs. 

Perhaps the simplest and most compelling reason for 
Hapting old buildings is that there are so many of them. 
$ one of the oldest states in the country, Massachu- 
etts, for example, has old buildings of all kinds and 
scriptions. These structures are a valuable resource, 

kind of raw material. Massachusetts also has thou- 
Bnds of unemployed people, a sizable proportion of 
hom have skills relevant to the building industry. 
enovation of old buildings is labor-intensive; for a given 

penditure of money, rehabilitation creates two to five 
es as many jobs as new construction. The potential 

r utilization of this human resource is enhanced by the 
ct that the greatest concentrations of the unemployed 
nd to coincide with the greatest concentrations of old 

ildings. Given this overlap, policies favoring rehabilita- 
bn are likely to benefit areas most in need of new jobs. 

Important to community growth is the fact that reusing 
d buildings also can promote new industry and com- 
ercial activity. A surplus of unused and structurally 
bund buildings, such as vacant mills and factories, can 
P turned into a major opportunity to attract business 
rough the availability of inexpensive commercial and 
dustrial space. 

Why is it that reusing existing buildings — even those 
at have extensively deteriorated — is often more ad- 
Antageous economically than constructing new build- 
gs? There are many contributing reasons: 


1. Rehabilitation is labor-intensive and thus is not 
as influenced by skyrocketing costs of building 
materials for new construction. The major cost of new 
construction is accounted for by building materials, and 
these materials (such as steel, copper and wood) have 
risen sharply in price. Costs of labor have increased in 
recent years, but not as steeply as building materials. 


2. Maintaining an existing building saves the in- 
creasingly high cost of purchasing undeveloped 
land. In the past, when suburban land was relatively in- 
expensive, new construction was often advantageous 
simply because of the cheapness of the land itself. The 
advantage of building in outlying areas is diminishing, 
however; the cost of land in many developing, and even 
undeveloped, areas is rising at an even faster rate than 
the cost of building materials. Given this dramatic up- 
ward trend in land costs, which is unlikely to reverse 
itself, there will be less reason to build new buildings on 
vacant land than to renovate existing structures in 
already built-up areas. 


3. Reusing an old building saves demolition costs. 
Although an obvious consideration, demolition is one of 
the most frequently overlooked expenses of new con- 
struction and can run as high as five to ten precent or 
more of total construction cost. Demolition in dense ur- 
ban areas (where building and safety regulations may 
prohibit the use of a swinging ball or other more efficient 
demolition techniques) can be especially expensive and 
time-consuming. Under these circumstances, buildings 
must be dismantled piece by piece, which can be quite 
costly. Another consideration is that the Tax Reform Act 
of 1976 disallows any tax deduction previously available 
for the cost of demolishing certain buildings that have 
been designated as having historical or architectural 
value. As more and more communities inventory and 


ched openings of green and red brick stand unnoticed at 5th and Court, Des Moines. 


document their building stock and complete the process 
of designating deserving properties for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places, the importance of 
this new federal tax provision will increase. In the future 
more developers will find that they will have to bear the 
full cost of demolishing an existing building, without 
benefit of any public subsidy. 

4. People are often willing to pay competitive ren- 
tal rates in renovated old buildings. The intrinsic 
character of old buildings, produced in part by age and 
craftsmanship, offers a quality rarely obtained through 
new construction. Amenities frequently associated with 
rehabilitated buildings include high ceilings, large win- 
dows, ornamental woodwork and hardware, wainscot- 
ing, larger-than-average closet and storage space and 
dramatic public spaces. These sometimes visible, some- 
times intangible qualities, if recognized by a potential 
developer or investor, can be important ingredients in an 
economically feasible development project — improving 
the marketability of rentable space, attracting customers 
to commercial establishments and in some cases even 
translating into an increased profit margin. 

5. Renovation of existing buildings can take less 
time than new construction and can take place in 
stages. The total amount of construction time required 
to renovate an existing building is generally less than the 
time required to construct a comparable amount of floor 
space in an entirely new building. Many of the major 
renovations described in this book [Built to Last] were 
completed in less than a year — some in as little as eight 


months. By way of contrast, recent experience in Massa: 
chusetts shows that it frequently takes up to two years o 
more to complete major new construction projects 
Renovation also can take place year round. A contractor 
for example, can work inside during winter months, pro 
tected from harsh winter elements that would imped 
outdoor work on new construction sites. Obviously, 

contractor undertaking a renovation need not wait unti 
spring to dig a foundation and start work. 

A related advantage of reusing existing buildings i 
that one portion of a building can be rehabilitated and oc 
cupied before work is completed or even started O 
another portion. The consequent ability to rent out part 0 
a building has a definite advantage for private devel 
opers doing renovation work because it provides 
source of income when it is needed most. With new con 
struction, a developer is generally unable to lease spac 
until virtually the entire project is completed. As interes} 
rates climb higher, and as the overall time required t 
construct new buildings is prolonged by delays in th 
availability and shipment of needed building material 
this time lag between construction and rental wi 
become an increasingly serious cost factor. 

6. Old buildings often can be acquired for a ve 
low price. The superficial decay and poor exterior a 
pearance of many neglected old buildings can deceiv 
people (including knowledgeable realtors) into believin: 
that the buildings are not structurally sound — an 
therefore not worth saving. A perceptive developer cal 
often obtain an old building that no one else wants fora 
exceedingly low price and then transform it into 
building that is as good as or better than new. 

7. Renovation can provide tax advantages. Tax pr 
visions recently enacted in several states and municipa 
ities provide incentives for rehabilitating historic stru 
tures. Basing tax assessments on present value (instea 
of on a property's “highest and best” use), form 
agreements with owners that freeze assessed valuatio 
at pre-renovation levels for a period of years (to avoi 
penalizing them for making major investments in prope 
ties), or even outright forgiveness or deferral of taxes ar 
a few of the techniques being utilized. On the feder: 
level, the Tax Reform Act of 1976 corrects previous in 
quities in tax policy that tended to give unfair advantag 
to new construction over renovation. Now, for exampl 
new construction on the site of a razed certified histori 
structure is no longer eligible for accelerated depreci 
tion. As mentioned previously, tax deductions formerl 
allowable for the costs of demolishing designate 
historic buildings are no longer available. In addition t 

removing this incentive to demolition, the new tax la 
give positive inducement to substantial certifie 
rehabilitation projects for some designated histori 
structures, which may now qualify, for the first time, f 
accelerated depreciation previously imposed. In som 
instances, rehabilitation costs may be amortized ove 
five years for certified historic structures. 
8. Increased federal, state and local funds ar 
available for rehabilitation. The National Histori 


continued on page 2 


Whatever you may need in Rebar, 
check with us first. We have a huge 
inventory for your next project. Plus 
you'll always find our price very 
competitive. 

e Automated shear and bending 


e Large truck fleet for fast service. 

e Remesh in rolls and sheets In stock 
now. 

e Reinforcing accessories available, 
too. 
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MAY WE HAVE YOUR NEXT INQUIRY? 


Call Toll Free in lowa PPP Outside lowa, Call 
800-352-4986 Sioux City Foundry Co. 800-831-0874 
801 Division St., Sloux City. IA 51102 Ph. 712-252-4181 Telex 480145 
YOUR DEPARTMENT STORE FOR METALS 


FABRICATORS MILL SHIPMENTS CONTRACT METAL CASTING 
STEEL STRUCTURAL REINFORCING PIPE — MANUFACTURING GRAY IRON & 
SERVICENTER AND BARS—MESH TUBING — PARTS — PIECES| DUCTILE CASTINGS 
PLATE ACCESSORIES MECHANICAL — COMPLETE PATTERNS 
STRUCTURAL ASSEMBLIES HEAT TREATING 


For more information, circle no. 07 on your Datacard. 


Sherman Hill: 
A Neighborhood in Transition 


by Jack Porter 


In the 1870's Major Hoyt Sherman built a small Vic- 
torian mansion on a bluff overlooking a small but pros- 
perous village called West Des Moines. By the 1880's, 
several prominent families had built homes to the north 
and west of Hoyt Sherman Place, and by the early years 
of the twentieth century, a major suburb had formed on 
the “Hill.” Victorian, Queen Anne, and Classic style 
houses graced the area. Built by influential leaders of 
Des Moines, these homes were characteristic of the era 
and represented the highest in quality of design and 
craftsmanship. 

Construction of single family housing remained the 
pattern from the turn of the century until World War |. At 
that time, technological and economic developments 
formed the basis for a new period on the hill. Multi-story 
apartments became common, but they, too, were emi- 
nent in their design and craftsmanship. Retaining many 
of the features of the surrounding elegant mansions, the 
apartments also incorporated new inventions such as 
elevators, central vacuum cleaner systems, fire proof 
construction and electric lighting 
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Row houses on 19th Street awaiting restoration. | 
14 


Until World War Il, this standard of elegance and 
quality continued to be a prominent feature of the homes 
and apartments built on the hill. However, World War II 
brought in its aftermath not only the advent of the Great 
Society, but also the demise of the hill. The great man- 
sions were turned into boarding homes, and once spa- 
cious apartments were subdivided into sleeping rooms. 
The demand for inexpensive multi-unit housing for an ex- 
panding population overtook that for large, often costly 
one-family homes. This growing demand, when coupled 
with economic greed and a lack of concern for the 
design and quality of the older structures, soon turned 
the “hill” into a ghetto. By the 1960's, the rampant 
destruction of most homes was complete, Neglected 
and overused, little remained to distinguish the once 
prestigious neighborhood. Fine woodwork, expansive 
windows, ornate hardware and fixtures were covered or 
removed, thrown away or sold. Crime and vandalism ac- 
companied the increased density of the area. Sweeping 
governmental renewal programs and stringently applied 
building codes also took their toll in efforts to “clean up” 
the area. 

The 1970's, however, brought a new era to the hill 
The families who bought the homes in the neighborhood, 
now at its low, were proclaimed “urban pioneers." But 
most of these families were either just plain tired of 
suburbia or desired to own and enjoy the special quali- 
ties of an older home. They removed the layers of paint 
on the cherry, mahogany, oak and yellow pine wood- 
work, cleaned the brass, and patched plaster. Many 
replaced ''modern improvements’ like simulated wood 
paneling and vinyl tile with period wallpaper and refur- 
bished original oak floors. Frequently features of the 
original structure were found hidden in attics or used in 
other rooms and were put back where they were origin- 
ally located. Windows and doors were restored, or when 
necessary replaced with materials from the same era. 
As aresult, some of the quality and distinctiveness of the 
elegant homes and apartments grew more visible. More- 
over, a new feeling about the hill was born. Neighbor- 
hood families and sympathetic apartment owners and 
their tenants gradually realized that a common purpose 
could be served by combining preservation and 
rebuilding efforts, With this in mind, a neighborhood 
association was formed and the area given a name, 
“Sherman Hill.” 

The Sherman Hill Association has been responsible 
for getting the neighborhood on the National Register of 
Historic Districts. But one of its most important accom- 
plishments has been the increased awareness and sen- 
sitivity it has been able to create for the various architec- 


ral styles and history of one of Des Moines’ finest 
eighborhoods. Business and government leaders 
cognize the important economic benefits of a stable 
nd unique neighborhood close to downtown They have 
ctively supported the Association, and the results of 
eir support are evident in its continued success. As 
ore “‘pioneers'’ have moved into the neighborhood, 
rime and vandalism have continued to decline. As more 
nd more properties are restored, the greater the in- 
rest becomes in the neighborhood. Community groups 
nd schools give regular tours of the neighborhood to ex- 
lain its history and architecture. Several homes are 
pen on a regular basis to let people see the quality 
raftsmanship and design. 

The 1980's are seen as years of greater commitment 

the citizens of Des Moines. Plans are being for- 
ulated that will address the total environment, plans 
at will put greater emphasis on the special qualities of 
e Sherman Hill area. At the same time, conceptions 
re meant to insure that the neighborhood will not 
lecome an “exclusive community.” One of the hill's 
reatest assets remains its diversity. The Association is 
lommitted to ensure that a complex but harmonious 
ixture of people and architecture is retained 

The architect has played a mixed role in the develop- 
ent of Sherman Hill. Doubtlessly some of the original 
tructures were designed by lowa's early architects. It 
ust also be recognized, however, that many of the 
Ore recent ‘intrusions’ were the product of architects’ 
volvement. Knowing that future building efforts will 
ften be directed by architects, we are hopeful these 
ructures will be added with sensitivity and awareness 
r the history and existing architecture on the “hill.” In 
nvironments such as Sherman Hill the architect is 
ced with a singular challenge to enhance our impor- 
nt historical references, yet respond to current func- 
onal needs and standards of construction. Perhaps this 
hallenge is not the most difficult the architect must 
solve, but in a pivotal neighborhood such as Sherman 
ill it could very well be the most important 


ditor's notes: 

The very name of the Queen Anne style suggested 
clecticism to its originators. It was coined in England to 
lescribe buildings that were inspired by the transitional 
rchitecture of the pre-Georgian period when classical 
rnament was grafted onto buildings of basically medie- 
al form. The Queen Anne style played on the contrast of 
aterials. First floors were often brick or stone; upper 
tories were of stucco, clapboard or decorative shingles 
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Rounded corner turrets common to the Queen Anne style and 

Sherman Hill area. 
Huge medieval-type chimneys were common. Roofs 
were gabled or hipped, and there were often second- 
story projections and corner turrets. Verandas and 
balconies opened houses to the outdoors 

Interior plans, which had been moving farther from 

classical symmetry, were given even greater freedom 
The fully developed Queen Anne plan featured the living 
hall — a central living and circulation space with both 
fireplace and grand staircase. This space flowed freely 
into other ample rooms. Rich, dark woods in wall panel- 
ing and beamed ceilings replaced the plaster ornament 
and bright wallpapers of earlier styles. The informality 
and amplitude of the Queen Anne, particularly when de- 
signed with prominent corner turrets, made it the style of 
choice for bankers and physicians in small-town 
America until the turn of the century 
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The characteristics of the Victorian style came into States in the second half of the century. Gothic mold- 
clearest focus in the third guarter of the 19th century, ings, Renaissance allegorical figures, and Barogue scale 
beginning about 1870 in the United States. High Vic- and composition were not uncommonly assembled ina 
torian design was distinguished by massive proportions, single work. Strong individual patterns covered the ceil- 
generally dark colors, and a dense ornamentation of all ing, wallpaper, carpet, curtains, and other fabrics. The 
surfaces. It was a style born of and influenced by the in- large scale of all interior details and furniture contributed 
dustrial exhibitions prevalent in England and the United to the sought-after impression of plush magnificence 
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Banks are establishments dedicated to financial trans- 
actions, including being places in which one is en- 
couraged to save money. With the purchase and renova- 
ion of the building on the southeast corner of Walnut 
land Sixth Avenue, the Valley National Bank is also sav- 
ing one of the finest examples of Art Deco in the 
idwest. 

Designed by the Des Moines architectural firm of 
Proudfoot, Bird, Rawson, Seuers and Thomas, construc- 
tion was started in April of 1931. The foundation and 
steel skeleton capable of bearing the entire weight of a 
ontemplated total of 22 stories was built with the first 
ive story phase opening in July of 1932 at a cost of 
600,000. 

The architectural character of the building was 
thought of as simplified Italian Renaissance but modified 
along modern lines and making use of mass production 
techniques. The resulting building, exterior and interior, 
time has now documented as Art Deco. 

Art Deco grew out of Art Nouveau, a turn of the cen- 
tury style that had been a determined break with the 
academies of the past, actually a revolt by artists and 
craftsmen to the place that the industrialism of the 
machine age was having on design and workmanship 
The Art Nouveau style was recognizable by long, sinu- 
ous, sensitive, organic, creeping lines. It developed in 
Barcelona, Vienna, Paris and Chicago and encompassed 
all areas of design - painting, sculpture, interior design, 
graphic arts, fashions, furniture and all decorative arts. 
Art Deco influences started with the outbreak of World 
War | and were well established by the time the war had 
ended. Art Deco was a revolt against those exaggerated 
curves and asymetrical forms of Art Nouveau. It was 
also a concession to the products of mass production. 
The architect, artist and craftsman adjusted his design 
to the conditions created by this mass production. It was 
a time of the freeing of vertical space through brilliant 
engineering and examining industrial materials, stream- 
lining and simplification. 

Art Deco is recognizable by straight lines, vertical 
designs, geometrical forms, by step-forms, zig-zags and 
streamlined curves, It destroys all reference to the 
classical designs of the past. The eye can follow with ef- 
fortless delight a line that had been previously hidden by 
the elaborate designs of nature. 

The years 1910 to 1935 saw a great advancement in 
this machine technology. Advancements were made in 
synthetics. Plywood, bakelite, metal tubing, glass brick, 
polishing machines, cement guns and paint sprayers are 
only a few of the products of this technology. The 


Restoration Of The 
Valley National Bank 


machine influenced the design of everything from com- 
pacts and cars to rugs and refrigerators. 

The designer, in looking for the simplification of line, 
was influenced by several world happenings. The first 
exhibition of African Negro Art took place in Paris in 
1920 and the motifs and forms of the masks and the use 
of animal skins influenced the artists as did the Egyptian 
motifs brought to the public's attention by the opening of 
the Tomb of Tutankhamen in 1922. The Mayan, Aztec 
and the southwest Indian cultures were examined by the 
artist as well. 

International attention was first called to this unique 
style by the ‘Exposition International des Arts Decoratifs 
and Industriels Modernes'' held in Paris in 1925. 
Established at that time as a historical style it became 
popular enough to allow for the mass production of its 
designs. This allowed the architectural details such as 


Leaded designs in the 22-foot high windows. 


Elaborate plaster relief embellish the magnificent ceiling. 


radiator panels, window frames and glass pane details to 
be so produced. 

The southeast corner of Walnut and Sixth Avenue has 
been a banking corner for decades. It was first built on 
by the Des Moines National Bank and razed in 1930 for 
the present building constructed for the lowa Des 
Moines National Bank. Used by them until their move to 
the Financial Center in 1978, the building stood empty 
until the knowing eye of J. Locke Macomber, president of 


Storefront development of the early 50’s. 


Valley National Bank, visioned the renovated, repolished 
and resplendent building you see today. 

The Des Moines architectural firm of Charles Herbert 
and Associates supervised the restoration of the 
building, a building that calls attention to the product of a 
time that believed that better architecture might indeed 
promote better business. Workmen from Weitz Company 
Construction became involved in a personal respect for 
the craftsmanship that they had become entrusted to 
bring back to pristine condition. The building is of steel 
skeleton construction. Floor systems are tile arches over 
which a heavy fill of porous cement was laid. A network 
of conduit with plugs extending to the floor at two feet in- 
tervals is laid in the fill allowing the electrical and phone 
systems to function without loose cords or tears obstruc- 
tions in walls or floors. 

The lower four floors comprise the base of the struc- 
ture area. The first major step back occurs at the top of 
the fourth story and had the upper stories been added 
they would have surmounted this with a tall penthouse, 
in an adaptation of the step back pyramid. The existing 
building contains 84,340 square feet of floor space, over 
half of which will be used for banking functions, the re- 
mainder as rentable space. 

The exterior walls are Indiana limestone with the main 
entrance and a one story base is of black granite from 
Wisconsin, polished to the brilliance formerly obtainable 
only from a stone from Sweden. All exterior walls are of 
extra thickness to prevent dampness from penetrating. 

The entrance, filled with a tracery of bronze, extends 
through three stories based by three bronze revelling 
deer. 

Ground floor walls are match cut from St. Genevieve 
Golden veined marble, a warm gray color with golden 
veins running throughout. 

The main banking area is located on the second floor 
and originally was reached by Italian Travertine steps, 
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Eagle cut into the stone on the building exterior to the west. 


replaced in 1951 by escalators. The banking floor is a 
half block in length and three stories in height, and is 
lighted by huge windows. Leaded designs are pressed 
between double panes of glass in decorative geometric 
shapes 

The entire wall surface consists of Italian Travertine 
stone with no columns to break the open expanse but 
broken at intervals by wide simple Travertine pilasters 
extending 32 feet from floor to ceiling. Shoulder high 
bank counters are spaced around the outer walls. The 
backs of the cages and counter tops are made by the 
latest Art Metal construction, with nickel cornices on the 
teller cages, and brass inlays on the windows with 
etched glass designs. The walnut fronts are trimmed 
with inserts of Benedict Nickel as well as with Premier 
Blue Beige marble, a polished black marble with white 
veins 

Ornate plastic relief decorates the length and breadth 
of the lobby, extending several feet down the wall and 
several feet across the ceiling. Originally the designs 
were sculpted in jute panels that were pressed directly 
into the freshly poured plaster slabs. Rosettes and 
chevrons were painted in rich Italian reds, blues and 
golds. Four chandeliers, each seven feet in diameter 
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Detail from the bronze bald eagle letter box. 
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hang from long metal shafts in the main banking room 
Constructed of solid bronze and Benedict Nickel, each 
ring contains 64 individual lamps plus a 500 watt lamp in 
the center of a shaft of crystal rods. 

Rich walnut paneling with hidden joints walls the bond 
coupon clipping rooms and many consultant and private 
Offices. 

Senior officers and Directors are located north of the 
main banking in a room slightly lower in height and sur- 
rounded by a balcony. 

Aside from steel windows all exposed architectural 
metal is either aluminum, bronze or Benedict Nickel. 

Restrooms are wainscoated with Napolean Gray Mar- 
ble which also covers the floors. 

John Woolson Brooks, FAIA, was the project architect 
during the construction of the lowa Des Moines National 
Bank from 1930-1932. Still active as senior partner in the 
continuation of that firm, Brooks recalls those efforts of a 
half century ago. 

“The General Contractor was A. H. Neumann and 
Brothers, Inc. of Des Moines. Because of a certain 
amount of speculation, which was prevalent at the time, 
the contractor was forced into something resembling 
bankruptcy on the project. The Bonding Company was 
forced to complete construction of the building. 

“Two highly skilled craftsmen/artists named Max 
Berger and Louis Ballauf executed the ornamental 
plaster designs for the ornate ceilings and friezes. They 
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operated an atelier in a store room on East Grand 
Avenue. The technique consisted of moulding the design 
in moist clay, dug from local hills near the brick plant 
They always kept close touch with the Architect to make 
certain that his intention, conveyed by line drawings, 
was being faithfully carried out 

“When the clay model had been approved, it was 
covered with a hot gelatine or glue mixture which 
hardened on cooling into a rubbery mold. This was then 
filled with plaster of Paris to produce whatever quantity 
of decorative pieces was necessary. 

“In those days there were a number of concerns which 
designed and fabricated special light fixtures. They 
would submit their designs and quotations to the Ar- 
chitect in an informal competition. The successful bidder 
in this case was a new man arrived from Chicago named 
Cole. 

“In the 1930's Younker Brothers operated a fully 
staffed group of ‘Interior Decorators” and a very active 
crew of painters. Miss Florence Weaver controlled the 
elaborate painting of the interiors, working closely with 
the Architect.” 

Art Deco, by breaking the ties with classic Western 
European design and accepting the advent of tech- 
nology and mass production, prepared the way for con- 
temporary 20th century architecture and design. This 
visual heritage is preserved in the Midwest by the 
renovation of the Valley National Bank. 
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Recycling Old Buildings 


continued from page 12 


Preservation Act of 1966 established matching grants-in- 
aid, obtained through state historic preservation offices, 
that can be used for the acquisition and restoration of 
properties listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. Similarly, community development block grants 
provided to municipalities by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development are a major source of 
federal funds for neighborhood preservation projects, as 
are a variety of other HUD programs. Far from repre- 
senting a passing fad, national programs for housing and 
building conservation are becoming firmly established, 
and funds for such programs are expected to increase. 
At the state level, grants-in-aid and tax incentives are be- 
ing used to encourage building reuse and community 
conservation. Moreover, after more than two and a half 
decades of subsidizing outward growth and new devel- 
opment on the urban fringe at the expense of established 
urban centers, funding at the local level for neigh- 
borhood conservation and downtown revitalization is 
finally being recognized as an essential component of 
many municipal budgets. 

9. Rehabilitation imposes fewer public and social 
costs than new construction. Maintenance and reuse 
of existing structures can help communities avoid the 
trauma caused by dilapidation, abandonment and 
clearance — a sequence that has needlessly victimized 
many neighborhoods and commercial areas. This se- 
quence has had high social costs in dislocation of 
residents, economic decline and disruption of communi- 
ty life. In addition, because old buildings are usually 
located in portions of communities that have already 
been fully developed — and are already served by sewer 
land water lines, roads, schools and fire stations — 
renovation and adaptive use of old structures can relieve 
municipalities of the necessity of making additional ex- 
enditures for costly new public facilities. Many cities 
and towns have suffered financially by having to con- 
tinually extend municipal services to outlying areas 
hile structures in previously developed areas, already 
served by public services and facilities, have been aban- 
loned. An obvious related public benefit is that a policy 
f rehabilitation reduces urban sprawl and helps to avoid 
la needless loss of increasingly scarce unspoiled open 
space. 

By concentrating municipal capital expenditures in 
developed areas and encouraging and rewarding rein- 
vestment in existing buildings, a community need not 
forego the opportunity to strengthen and even increase 
its tax base. In many communities, especially those 
icharacterized by moderate growth, the added tax base 
contributed by new construction may be more than off- 
set by declines in the value and occupancy of existing 
buildings. The soundness of a community's tax base is 
determined as much by the quality, repair and use of its 
old buildings as by the amount of new construction 
generated. Rehabilitation projects can be successful in 
creating direct economic benefits to communities: at- 
tracting new residents and holding old ones, increasing 


tourist interest, bringing in new business and industry 
and making downtown areas attractive places in which 
to dine, see a movie or simply take a stroll on a summer 
evening. 

10. Reusing old buildings conserves energy. Old 
buildings represent an investment that it would be foolish 
to squander — an investment of energy and labor made 
at a time when costs were significantly lower. Demoli- 
tion of these buildings requires new expenditures of 
energy, and their replacement even more to produce the 
new building materials and to assemble them on a 
cleared site. 

Moreover, as New York architect Hugh Hardy points 
out, “Many contemporary structures which appear so 
sleek and modern are, in fact, ‘primeval monsters’ both 
in terms of the energy consumed to build them and the 
energy required to make them habitable.” The thick 
masonry walls of many old buildings retain heat much 
more effectively than the glass and steel used in newer 
structures. In certain cases, the tall windows of old 
buildings (which open, unlike those in so many new 
buildings) and high ceilings may provide so much natural 
ventilation and sunlight that total expenditures required 
for lighting, mechanical ventilation and air-conditioning 
systems may be reduced. 

As supplies of nonrenewable resources are depleted, 
and as the costs of remaining resources increase, the 
conservation of all energy-related resources will become 
an even greater national concern. Clearly, the energy 
conservation arguments for reusing old buildings should 
grow stronger with each passing year. 


Detail at Younker Brothers Dept. Store, Des Moines. 


A Rich History — 
Herndon Hall 


by Gary Weaver 
portions reprinted with permission from Better Homes 8 Garden 


“Warmly We Greet Thee” were the words engraved 
over the large fireplace in the staircase hall of Herndon 
Hall when the mansion was built. It was in this spirit that 
the original owners, Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Scott Polk, 
ordered construction of the majestic home in 1881. 

Herndon Hall was constructed on a plot of land 
overlooking the Raccoon River. Located at 2000 Grand 
Avenue, the house was built in an area of Des Moines 
that was truly grand, and home to many of the noted 
forefathers of the city. The mansions of the Hubbells, 
Finkbines, Shermans and Windsors were close by. 

The name Herndon Hall was adopted by Mr. and Mrs 
Polk in commemoration of the family name of Mrs. Polk, 
whose maiden name was Julia A. Herndon. The word 
Hall in the residence name was the result of the large 
auditorium or assembly hall that was built on the third 
story of the home. 

Herndon Hall was designed by Mr. T. A. Roberts, a 
celebrated architect of Newark, New Jersey. The 
residence, built in the style of an English country house, 
was under construction for two years. 

Today, for the first time in many years, Herndon Hall 
stands much as it did when construction was completed 
in 1883. Perhaps the best original description of Herndon 
Hall would come from Jefferson Polk himself. The follow- 
ing account is from a book Polk authored about the 
residence. 

“The first, or basement story, and chimneys (of which 
there are several large stacks) were built largely of red 
sandstone taken from the celebrated Red Rock Quarry, 
situated in lowa on the Des Moines River, about thirty 
miles from the city of Des Moines. The second story was 
built of Philadelphia pressed brick, and the third story 
was built of wood, strongly framed, and the walls filled in 
with brick and sheathed on the outside with cedar 
shingles, and the whole structure covered with red slate 
The stone and brick work was done by Mr. Conrad 
Youngerman. The woodwork was done by a foreman, 
Mr. Knowles, under the supervision of the architect and 
according to elaborate plans and drawings made by him. 

“The interior of the house is divided up into spacious 
reception and staircase halls, parlors, music rooms, din- 
ing rooms, reception and bed chambers, auditorium, and 
billiard hall. The interior of the house is finished in natural 
woods; the parlor is finely polished hard white maple; the 
music room in red gum; the halls in quarter-sawed white 
oak, ceilings and walls wainscoted; the dining room in 
ted mahogany, walls wainscoted five feet up, and large 
beams of same wood support the ceiling. The chambers 
are finished in red gum, oak, white walnut and pine. Each 
room contains a large fireplace with mantels of special 
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design built of the same woods as the finishing of the 
rooms and forming a part thereof except that in the stair- 
case hall the mantel and in fact the whole east end of the 
hall is built of variegated red stone from the quarry above 
mentioned, beautifully relieved by tasteful carving. 

“The windows are of the best plate glass with large 
stained glass panels over the principal one and a large 
stained glass window in the staircase hall. 

“The ceilings of the rooms were frescoed by Mr. 
August Knor, a German artist of note, and the walls of 
the parlor, staircase hall (above wainscoting) and the 
bed chambers are hung with tapestry, according to 
designs of and under the supervision of the Marshall 
Field Company of Chicago. The tapestries are of elegant 
pattern and fine texture, subdued in color and hung in 
graceful folds on the walls, giving to the whole interior an 
elegant, warm and homelike appearance. 

“The assembly and billiard hall on the third story is the 
most striking feature of the house and the one most used 
and enjoyed by both guests and family. It is 45 x 60 feet 
in diameter, is well lighted and ventilated and is finished 
up in yellow southern pine, presenting a most beautiful 
grain and hard polished surface." 

It's easy to tell that Jefferson Polk was both fond and 
proud of his home at 2000 Grand Avenue. Herndon Hall 
doesn't appear today as Jefferson Polk described it. 
Varied usage has saved the home from the wrecking 
ball, but it has meant modifications over the years. 
Among other things, Herndon Hall has served as a 
Bishop's residence for the Catholic diocese, the home 
office of an insurance company, and, most recently a 
women's clothing store. 


Ceiling frescoes were hand painted by skilled craftsmen. 


Over the years, the building's exterior appearance 
had been significantly altered by the removal of porches 
on the north, east and west sides. The upper portion of 
the brick chimneys had been removed and an enclosed 
fire exit had been added. 

Maintenance on the building had been very limited 
and numerous coats of paint covering the structure con- 
cealed considerable deterioration. The original red slate 
roof had deteriorated beyond repair. Flashing, gutters 
and downspouts leaked badly and needed to be replac- 
ed. All windows were single glazed and poorly fitted; 
several housed window air-conditioners. The parking lot 
completely encompassed the building from its founda- 
tion to the property lines, except for a large front yard. 

As the building changed hands (and particularly, dur- 
ing the depression) interior details, such as wood 
screens, moldings and stained glass had eventually 
disappeared. Ceiling frescoes and painted stencils that 
once decorated walls and ceilings on the first and se- 
cond floors were painted over. 

As Herndon Hall changed from a residence to a com- 
mercial building, functional changes began to take 
place. Stairways were relocated and fire exits were 
enclosed. Revised circulation patterns were established 
to meet changing building codes. New heating, cooling, 
smoke detection and security systems were installed. 

The firm of John D. Bloodgood began involvement 
with the project at the end of September, 1978, with an 
anticipated occupancy date of April, 1979. The client, 
Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate Division, was a 
rapidly developing organization whose unpredictable 


growth rate made programming a difficult task. Work 
began on a tight schedule when the architect met with 
the owner's representative-contractor, Neumann Bros. 
and Engineer, Ralph Schilling, to determine the feasibili- 
ty of the project and to define the scope of the project 
within that framework. 

Work began on the exterior of the building in October. 
The first goal was to make the building watertight so in- 
terior work could get underway without risking any fur- 
ther water damage. The slate roof required complete 
replacement. A new slate roof was beyond the establish- 
ed budget so fiberglass asphalt shingles were selected. 
All copper flashing was replaced under the original 
decorative lead flashing. 

The building's painted exterior was sandblasted, then 
sealed—once again, exposing the variegated red and 
cream sandstone and Philadelphia pressed brick. 
Original paint colors were determined by analysis of 
paint chips. The architects first matched the original gold 
shingle color and then limited restoration to use of only 
two of the many accent colors originally used. 

The major area of new construction was the only re- 
maining porch. The objective was to convert the back 
porch to the main business entrance of the building. 
When the existing structure was exposed, it was 
discovered the original timbers and rafters were rotted. 
These members were replaced and the enclosed fire exit 
which penetrated the porch was removed. New store 
front glass was installed behind the original porch posts 
and handrails. Inside the porch area, a new firestair to 
the third floor was installed. Study of the existing window 
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APAI and Quality Paving 
The ultimate quality of your asphalt paving 
project is directly related to the experience, 
skill and equipment of the contractor doing 
the work. That's why the Asphalt Paving 
Association of lowa urges you to contact an 
APAI member in your area about your 
Project. All APAI members are experienced 
and reliable. Check your Yellow Pages 
under Asphalt & Asphalt Products. 


recyclable. 


Full-depth asphalt pavement is the quality product that can be used over 
and over again — to save you money. Because asphalt is 100% recyclable. 
Old pavement can be ground up, reheated, remixed and reshaped to 
stretch commercial or tax dollars spent on materials. 


In one lowa county, it was estimated that asphalt recycling saved 
$20,000 per mile on a secondary road improvement project! 


So when you decide to use strong, dependable full-depth asphalt pave- 
ment on your city streets, parking lots, tennis courts and other surfaces — 
remember that it's more than just a good quality building material. It's an 
investment. And it'll pay off in big dividends when it comes time to renew 
it after a long, useful life. 


Quality asphalt pavement. Pave with it now. Reuse it years later. Save 
money. 
For more information, circle no. 15 on your Datacard. 


Asphalt Paving 
Association of lowa 


541 - 31st Street 
Des Moines, lowa 50312 è 515 244-3127 


Floor plans show redefined circulation patterns and accomodation of 


frames revealed that they were structually sound. This 
enabled carpenters to rout the existing frames back to a 
point where insulating glass could replace the old single 
plate glass. 

Interior renovation consisted of redefining circulation 
patterns and exit requirements, providing office space 
for an anticipated staff of 44 (which later grew much 
beyond that), and installation of a new sprinkler system, 
toilets and new air-conditioning and heating systems. 
Restoration was limited to treatment of the entrance hall, 
selected adjacent rooms on the first floor and the grand 
staircase leading to the second floor. 

Within the restoration area of the project where the 
woodwork and wood ceilings were close to their original 
condition, it was needed only to remove the buildup of 
excess finishes and dirt, and then rub them with lemon 
oil to restore their original beauty. Oak floors were patch- 
ed with oak flooring salvaged from other areas of the 
building and then refinished. Marble-veneered 
fireplaces, their wood front surrounds and ceramic tile 
hearths were in acceptable condition and, after clean- 
ing, once again became the focal points in each room. 

In the conference room which was originally the 
music room, the woodwork had been painted. Workers 
carefully stripped the paint, then bleached and refinish- 
ed the wood. Ceiling frescoes were once again hand- 
painted by skilled painters who made tracings of the 
original dot pattern for repainting of deteriorated sec- 
tions. Colors were then matched from intact panels and 
the ceiling was completely reproduced. 

Other rooms on the first and second floors became of- 
fice space for the staff. These rooms were all in com- 


office functions. 


parable condition in that the woodwork had been 
painted, ceiling plaster had pulled away from the joists 
above and was badly cracked, floors were all carpeted 
and exposed piping for existing mechanical systems ad- 
ded its own interest. Again, the fireplaces, were kept but 
new plaster ceilings were installed over the existing ceil- 
ing and all plaster moldings were replaced or repaired to 
match the original. The rooms were then recarpeted and 
freshly painted before office furniture was installed. 

The third story required little work to prepare it for the 
new office plan because few alterations had been made 
since the original design as an assembly hall. However, 
one of the main challenges at the project was to install 
and partially conceal new mechanical and sprinkler 
systems. This was achieved by removing selected areas 
of flooring to form common areaways for the horizontal 
distribution for the building. 

What was unique about the Herndon Hall project was 
the day-to-day involvement of architect and contractor. 
Daily on-site decision-making was an integral part of the 
construction and restoration process. In a joint effort, 
the architects endeavored to meet the functional needs 
of the new resident without sacrificing the character and 
integrity of a century-old mansion. The new head- 
quarters of the Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate 
Service is a strong example of adaptive reuse. 


“Don't Do 
Anything Until You 
Know What To Do” 


If you want thermally-efficient windows, you 
must, first, know the different ways windows 
waste energy, and second, you must know the 
right solution to each specific problem. The storm 
window is not a cure-all. Neither is replacing your 
windows always the best answer 


| Let us send you a copy of Season-all’s | 
| brochure which identifies the problems 
and solutions. 
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CALL FREE ON OUR WATS LINE 800-362-1873 


For more information, circle no. 16 on your Datacard 


ART DEALERS AND CONSULTANTS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL SITES 


For more information, circle no. 17 on your Datacard. 


NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REMODELING— 


Depend on Schneiderhahn’s for planning 
assistance and prompt merchandise delivery. 


Cabinets Vanities and Mirrors 
SKC/Northern Williams 
Kitchen Kompact > 
Fireplaces 
Postform Western 
Spoor TORE Built-in Vac 
Systems 
Appliances Nutone 
Frigidaire Convertible 
Hotpoint Barbecue Ranges 
Dacor 
Built-in Food 
Processor Range Hoods 
Nutone Broan 


Visit our Showroom or call us for 
specifications on any of these products 


A. A. Schneiderhahn Co. 


6111 Park Ave., P.O. Box 10304 
Des Moines, lowa 50306 


Telephone 515/244-2541 


For more information, circle no. 18 on your Datacard. 


MONOSLABE 
Grass Pavers 


Lawns reinforced by Grass Pavers 
present a tough green turf that withstands 
cars, trucks and people. 


Concrete Products Co. 


2222 East 3rd Street 
Sioux City, Ilowa 51011 


IOWA WATS 1-800-352-4644 
OUT STATE WATS 1-800-831-0394 


For more information, circle no. 19 on your Datacard. 


We do windows. 


We can supply and install the windows you need 

Our staff of specialists custom design replacement 

window and entrance systems to fit your structure 

Call one of our sales representatives collect today 
319-364-7000 Cedar Rapids, 515-276-4421 Des Moines 


ONA ARCHTECTURA. 


52404 


e estimates 


M. A. Knutsen, Inc. 
PO Box 97 


A 


wa 


ommercial windows an 


and design planning 


For more information, circle no. 20 on your Datacard. For more information, circle no. 21 on your Datacard 31 


Bankers Trust 
Building 


by James S. Cook, AIA 


On a January evening in 1976, a group of Des Moines 
architects gathered on the second floor of Bill Wagner's 
downtown architectural office to brainstorm an effort for 
the preservation of the Bankers Trust Building at Sixtn 
and Locust. The owners, the Ruan Companies and 
Bankers Trust Company, had just moved into the newly 
completed Ruan Center. All remaining tenants had been 
evicted, and the announcement of demolition plans 
followed closely. The long and arduous process of 
preservation was begun. 

From the initial meeting, a handful of architects 
organized the Committee for the Preservation of the 
Bankers Trust Building and later reorganized into a non- 
profit corporation, the Foundation for Historic Conserva- 
tion. The non-profit corporation had many advantages, 
including less liability for the individuals involved, in- 
creased credibility, and expanded fund raising oppor- 
tunities through tax deductible contributions. The major 
reason for incorporation, however, was to become eligi- 
ble to receive the building as a “gift” for an interim 
period until a feasibility study could be completed and a 
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permanent use for the building identified. During this in- 
terim period, according to the committee's own pro- 
posal, the corporation would assume liability for all costs 
to hold the building, including taxes and insurance. If, at 
the end of the interim period a new owner could not be 
found, the building would revert to the Ruan Center Cor- 
poration. Though a creditable idea (and intriguing to the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation), it was rejected 
because adequate financial backing to guarantee the 
costs of holding the building could not be demonstrated. 

From the outset, complete architectural and historic 
surveys of the building proved essential to the preserva- 
tion effort. The Bankers Trust Building has stood at the 
commercial and financial center of lowa since its con- 
struction in 1891. One of the first “high rise’’ buildings in 
this part of the country, it was constructed at a time 
when architects were experimenting with methods for 
making buildings taller. Fireproof interior cast iron 
beams and columns, which were used on this building, 
replaced wood framing. It was a trend that quickly led to 
the birth of the modern steel frame skyscraper. 


The building was also one of the first to use a form of 
teel piling driven into the soil as part of the foundation. 
he floor structure consists of shallow arched terra cotta 
locks spanning between cast iron beams. Load bearing 
alls, five feet thick at the first floor, divide the building 

Into five cells. When first constructed, each cell was 
eated by its own fireplace. 

Bankers Trust was one of a number of speculative of- 
ice buildings designed by the Boston architectural firm 
f Andrews, Jacques and Rantoul for the Equitable 
ssurance Society of New York. It is an example of a 

later development of the Romanesque Revival style as 
racticed by H. H. Richardson, for whom Andrews had 
orked. It was constructed of beautifully carved granite, 
rnate terra cotta, and richly detailed red brick. The ver- 
icality of the building was emphasized by three-story 
ngaged columns which terminate in arches at the 
eventh floor. Four floors were tastefully added to the 
riginal eight in 1911 by Des Moines Architects Proud- 
oot, Bird, and Rawson, and five-story addition was add- 
d to the west in 1959 by Brooks-Borg Architects. The 
nly connections between the two buildings are at the 
irst, mezzanine, and fourth floors; an open ‘‘W"' shaped 
ightwell is formed between the two structures. 

The businessman of the 1890's was often considered 
n heroic individual, and some of the amenities provided 

n the original Bankers Trust included a telegraph ser- 
ice, a grand staircase to the second floor, daily weather 
eports, a mail chute, a spacious library on the sixth 
loor, and even a Turkish bath. 

What seem exciting, persuasive, and obvious 

rguments for preservation to those supporting such ef- 
orts, however, may seem wishful speculation to more 
onservative business interests. Indeed, there may be 
o clearly established local precedent which illustrates 
ehabilitation opportunities or establishes via experience 
he credentials of preservation groups. 

A listing on the National Register of Historic Places or 
local designation as an historic structure may lend 
redibility to preservation efforts. The National Trust for 
istoric Preservation stands prepared to offer technical 
ssistance and monetary grants aimed at funding pro- 

ect feasibility studies. In addition, the State Historical 
ffice, lowa City, lowa, is eager to assist preservation or 
estoration endeavors. 

Representatives of the National Trust toured the 
ankers Trust Building, met with the owners, and wrote 

letters encouraging preservation. In the case of Bankers 
rust the National Register listing no doubt delayed 
lemolition due to the tax penalties involved. Tax deduc- 
ions formerly taken for demolition costs on old struc- 
ures are not now allowable. At the same time, the 
ositive tax incentives for designated historic buildings 


can be the deciding factor in economic feasibility 
analyses. 

Many owners of historic property (and, unfortunately, 
sometimes their architects) are either ignorant of its ar- 
chitectural and historic values or unsympathetic. Clear- 
ly, the owner must be made aware of the value of his 
building and the advantages of preservation and reuse. 
The task of enlightenment is no doubt easier than it used 
to be because of increased publicity and more and more 
good examples of successful projects around the coun- 
try. Moreover, the high cost of new construction makes 
reuse increasingly more attractive. Still it remains vitally 
important to complete sketches, plans, and models to 
show the owner and prospective buyers just how the 
building could be adapted for reuse. 

Initial drawings for the Bankers Trust attempted to il- 
lustrate how the building could be incorporated into an 
open space development. It was a plan that responded 
to this first announced use of the property and to strong 
sentiment generated at the time by both the public and 
by civic leaders for an active, open plaza in the 
downtown. Borrowing in part from the tremendously suc- 
cessful projects at Ghiradelli Square in San Francisco 
and Butler Square in Minneapolis, it incorporated ex- 
cellent affordable spaces for small retail shops and 
restaurants. The 1959 addition was to be demolished 
and the upper floors of the older structure, enhanced by 
resultant exposure toward the new plaza, returned to 
mixed office usage. 


A second series of design drawings taking a different 
approach were initiated after the owner expessed a 
desire to sell the property. This project, which included 
reuse of the later west addition as well as the old 
Bankers Trust, provided nearly 135,000 square feet of 
usable space. Lower levels were opened into one 
another and enlivened by the multi-story lightwell 
already formed by the juncture of the old structure and 
addition. Retail shops, specialty restaurants, and 
athletic facilities were shown feeding off future skyway 
connections. The mid levels were to be rehabilitated for 
small office use, while the upper four floors of the old 
structure were efficiently sub-divided into various apart- 
ment and condominium units. 


Not visionary scheming, but concrete proposals 
which had drawn the interest and committment of an ex- 
perienced Chicago developer, these plans seemed to of- 
fer an exciting alternative to a resurging downtown. At 
the very least they answered the urgent need for a mix- 
ture of new retail and housing at the city’s heart, the 
single recurring recommendation of public and private 
planning documents commissioned over the last ten 
years. 
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Purchase negotiations for the property were abruptly 
terminated when the owner withdrew his offer to sell. 
On November 5, 1979, plans were announced for 
the demolition of the Bankers Trust Building and erection 
of another 12-story office structure in its place. In a final 
preservation effort, drawings were completed which 
demonstrated a way in which the old building could be 
incorporated into a new development while still ac- 
complishing the Ruan Companies’ goals. 

In the latest proposal, the west addition would be 
replaced with approximately 100,000 square feet of new 
space to meet Ruan development projections. The 
building, designed to be compatible with the original 
Bankers Trust and the Ruan Center, would match floor to 
floor heights of the old structure, which are high enough 
to allow installation of new heating, air conditioning 
and electrical systems. The old structure would be 
used for conference rooms, private offices or rental 
space. The lower levels, including the old basement 
banking vaults, would serve retail shops and restaurants. 
Triangular in shape, the infill structure would block views 
from neither the Ruan Center nor the Equitable Building, 
and would form a small, open plaza to the west. 

Cost estimates were prepared for all preservation 
proposals. All would have been less expensive than 
demolition and construction of an equivalent square 
footage of new space. It is evident with this project, as 
with most, that an impartial comprehensive cost and 
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market feasibility study would have been most effective, 
particularly if owner participation had been obtained. 
Despite the protracted nature of the Bankers Trust 
preservation efforts (four years), an independent 
feasibility study was never commissioned. 

The Bankers Trust building has indeed been a public 
issue. The press and media coverage has been ac- 
curate, fair and sympathetic to the preservation of the 
buildings. Still, as an issue it failed to generate a broad- 
based, vocal support. It failed to elicit and awaken the 
more important concern for the quality and diversity of 
current downtown development. The project failed, sad- 
ly, to clarify to some the alternatives to demolition which 
exist and instead was referred to as the romantic con- 
ception of '‘dreamers and schemers.”’ 

In the end, the value of a coherent promotional and 
educational effort cannot be overlooked. While other 
cities are catching on to the merits of adaptive reuse and 
renovation of our building resources, Des Moines seems 
to be mired in wrecking ball mania, tearing down struc- 
turally sound buildings when there are no immediate 
plans for development. Notions about the feasibility of 
restoration, preservation, rehabilitation or adaptive 
reuse continue to be based on a quite casual, often 
static body of development and economic patterns. Un- 
fortunately, our perception of feasibility is forcefully 
shaped by these patterns, however inaccurate they may 
be. 
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ENERGY SHORTAGE? 
THERE’S LOW COST FUEL 
APLENT Y--BY DESIGN! 


That low cost fuel is Thermogas LP-gas — 
abundant in the face of other fuel 
shortages, and actually holding its own in 
price while other fuel costs are soaring. 
Good reasons for any wise architect to 
design LP-gas as a primary system for 
heating, air conditioning, water heating, 
drying and other commercial uses. 


Thermogas also serves as an alternate 
fuel when other fuel sources allocate. Or 
even pinch off entirely. 

We have the flexibility to consult, 
design, on-site supervise, subcontract, or 
contract the installation of any LP-gas 
project. Let us solve your fuel planning 
from the word, “Go!” 


DIVISION OF 


mapco 


Thermogas Co 


Thermogas Industrial Dept. 
4509 E. 14th St. Des Moines, lowa 50313 Phone: (515) 265-3431 


For more information, circle no. 22 on your Datacard. 
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Why design 
with a 
Sarnafil® 
Polymeric 
Sheet 
Roofing 
System? 


What makes a Sarnafil Roof unique? 


Dimensional Stability! 


Sarnafil materials are manufactured with a unique 
ability to maintain dimensional stability and prevent 
deterioration from ultra-violet exposure. The highest 
quality raw materials are utilized in a manufacturing 
process which impregnates and fuses a non-woven 
glass reinforcement with weather-resistant plasticized 
polyvinyl chloride paste into continuous rolls of 
polymeric sheeting 


Sarnafil’s unique fiberglass reinforcement eliminates 
the need for perimeter fastening on all types of roofs 
Because no residual stress remains after the manufac 
turing process, there is no shrinkage during or after in 
stallation 


Also. the co-efficient of expansion and contraction is 
very nearly that of steel and concrete. The flexibility 
and co-efficient of expansion and contraction of this 
product allows it to move as the roof moves through 
temperature changes thus eliminating splitting and 
torn flashings 


This dimensional stabilty and ultra-violet resistance 
are two reasons we can give you a written 
guarantee — if your Sarnafil Roof leaks under nor- 
mal use, it will be repaired free ... for ten years! 


Your Taylor Specialist can fill in facts, 
answer questions. Call or write: 


D. C. TAYLOR CO. 


Home offices: 
Suite 16, American Building 
Cedar Rapids. IA 52401 


349/363-2073 


For more information, circle no. 23 on your Datacard. 


Not Quite Ready To Own a Beechcraft? 


Charter with the. 


d, personalized air travel 


where, anytime 


Call Dick Flesher 


Sa AA 285-6551 


LOCATED ON NORTH SIDE OF DES MOINES MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 


“SERVING GENERAL AVIATION SINCE 1936" 
For more information, circle no. 24 on your Datacard. 


GROWING BUSINESS NEEDS. At Bankers Trust 
we provide a complete range of commercial bank- 
ing services. We would like the opportunity to 
tailor a Business package that is right for you 


Loans 9 Business checking & savings ° 
Investments © Payroll 


au Re by 


Contact Arnie Ripperger or any 
of our other corporate Officers for 
more information. 


Come Grow 
With Us 


Bankers Trust 


Des Moines, lowa 50304 
Member FDI 


For more information, circle no. 25 on your Datacard. 


have a place 


Brick Pavers in your.future! 


Floors. Sidewalks Patios”\Driveways \ Terraces 
Parking Areas Walkways Plazas 


We Have For. You 


e NEW ASTM SPEC. C902 “PEDESTRIAN LIGHT TRAFFIC FLOOR BRICK 
> CANTEX FOLDER ON THE USEAND APPLICTION OF BRICK PAVERS 


Call’ Your Cantex Sales Representative or 
L AN a Noe TEX nearestCantex Dealer for copies of above 


4 P “ ” 
NousTRIE? Brick Pavers are Also an exoéllent “Mass 
» HARSCO conronayet Medium for Passive Solar Energy Storage! 


MASONRY PRODUCTS DIVISION 
101Ashworth Road 515/223-1450 


West Des Moines, Ilowa 50265 


For more information, circle nd»26 on your Datacard. 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
FEATURING 


“Whirlpool Builder Products 
dW Yorktowne KITCHEN/BATH CABINETS Country Oak cabinets by Yorktowne. The look 


of anearlier time without the inconvenience. 


Qragg KITCHEN & BATH CABINETS 


sdc WATER HEATERS — GAS 8. ELECTRIC 


i! DISTRIBUTING CO. 


GENERAL OFFICES: P. O. BOX 1534 
2205 BELL AVE 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50306 


Phone 280-1722 


For more information, circle no. 27 on your Datacard. 
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Your Best Source 
of Quality 
Architectural 
Products! 


For BIG JOBS like this plant in Omaha for Bemis Bag 


WHERE WE FURNISHED 230 TONS OF STRUCTURAL AND MISC. STEEL, 360 TONS OF SHORT AND LONG SPAN 
JOISTS AND JOIST GIRDERS, 750 SQUARES OF ROOF DECK, TRENCH GRATES AND FRAMES, ALUMINUM EX- 
PANSION JOINT COVERS AND ROOF HATCHES AND FLAG POLES. 


Some of our other * Student 8 Athletic Lockers * Rolling Doors & Shutters 
products are: * Toilet Partitions 8 Acces. # Metal Letters & Room Signs 


ER A Emshwiller, Rath & Associates, Inc. 
3205 North 90th St.e Omaha, Nebraska 68134 
Phone: 402/572-1811 


Installations of many other products by ERA Installations, Inc. 


For more information, circle no. 28 on your Datacard. 


Wh Billions of Haydite concrete blocks have been sold at a premium 
y pay more for Be iata ora ene MESNA RAY ea ave. ont they 


offer to the contractor, the owner, and, indirectly, to the architect 


HAYDI I E ? LIGHTWEIGHT — approximately ¥ lighter weight than sand and 


gravel blocks. Reduces deadload without sacrificing strength or 
other desirable qualities. Weight reduction contributes to savings 


TT because it’s worth more, and in building design, in handling and laying. 
may even cost lessoverall! oe eens have” estantines undeniable proot et 


the fire resistant superiority of Haydite blocks over sand and 
gravel blocks 


ACOUSTICS — the cellular structure of the Haydite aggregate is 
the major factor in a Haydite block's Noise Reduction Co-efficient 
of approximately 0.45 as compared to heavy aggregate block at 
approximately 0.27. 


THERMAL INSULATION — again the difference is in the aggre- 
gate. The U factor on an 8” Haydite block averages 0.32. On a 
sand and gravel block, approximately 0.51 


NON-STAINING & NON-CORROSIVE — once more, the aggregate 
makes the difference. The chemically inert composition of Haydite 
aggregate virtually eliminates the possibility of discoloration of 
the block, or to plaster or paint applied to the block. 


If these benefits are important on your job, Haydite blocks may 
prove to cost less in the overall than using ordinary blocks. Talk 


it over with your block man . , . or call us direct for more in- 
formation or detailed test data. 


CARTER 
= 2440 WEST PENNWAY 


WATERS POST OFFICE BOX 19676 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 
TELEPHONE 816-471-2570 


Producers of Haydite aggregate at Centerville. lowa, and New Market, Missouri 


For more information, circle no. 29 on your Datacard. 
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reservation Lectures 
cheduled at K. State 


The College of Architecture and Design at Kansas 
tate and the National Trust for Historic Preservation are 
O-sponsoring a series of lectures on architectural 
reservation. All lectures will be in Forum Hall at 3:30 
.M. Dates of remaining lectures and featured speakers 
re: March 5, 1980, Hugh Miller; March 24, 1980, Tom 
oriarty; April 23, 1980, Phil Lewis. Additional informa- 
ion contact is Professor Richard Longstreth, College of 
rchitecture and Design, Kansas State University, Kan- 
as 66506. Phone (913) 532-6846. 


ew Chapter Officers for 
anuary 2, 1980 


At the business meeting held on October 13, 1979 the 
ollowing people were elected to office and will be the 
xecutive Committee for the year 1980: 


resident Kenneth Steffen Ottumwa 


1st Vice Pres./Pres. Elect William Dikis Des Moines 
nd Vice President James Wilkins Des Moines 
ecretary Kirk Colvig Des Moines 
reasurer Scott Olson Marion 
Directors William Lee Ames 
Richard Kruse lowa City 


Glen Huntington Storm Lake 


lowa Student Wins 
Merit Shop Scholarship 


Chris Larson, a junior majoring in construction 
management at lowa State University, has been named 
as the recipient of one of three $1000 college scholar- 
ships awarded annually by the Merit Shop Foundation. 
Larson won the second annual James S. Long Memorial 
Scholarship which, according to Frederick Schnabel, 
president of the Merit Shop Foundation, is intended for 
students who have '‘demonstrated outstanding scholar- 
ship and leadership qualities in their preparation for 
careers in the construction industry.” 

Larson is a member of Sigm Lambda Chi (the National 
Construction Honor Society) and the Student Chapter of 
the Associated General Contractors. He has sup- 
plemented his college education with on-the-job con- 
struction experience during summer breaks. 

Other scholarship winners announced by the Merit 
Shop Foundation were: Ruth Becca Britt of the Went- 
worth Institute, $1000; Guy F. Jaquier of the University of 
Washington, $1000; and Bruce E. Sullivan of Colorado 
State University, $500. 


R. Bruce Patty, AIA, is installed 
as National AIA Director 


WASHINGTON, D.C., — Kansas City architect R. 
Bruce Patty, AIA, was installed December 8, 1979 as a 
member of The American Institute of Architects Board of 
Directors. He will serve a three-year term as a national 
AIA director representing the Central States region (Kan- 
sas, Nebraska, lowa, Oklahoma and Missouri). 

A principal in the Kansas City (Mo.) firm of Patty 
Berkebile Nelson Associates Architects, Inc., Patty is in- 
volved in the architectural design of commercial, institu- 
tional, transportation, education, restoration, and hous- 
ing facilities. Major architectural projects of the firm in- 
clude the Braniff Reservation Center, the South Central 
Police Station, and the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Crown 
Center, all in Kansas City, Mo.; the city hall and police 
station, Grandview, Mo.; the Civic Center Arena, St. 
Joseph, Mo.; and the St. Louis Post Office Restoration, 
St. Louis. 

As chairman of the 1979 AIA National Convention in 
Kansas City, Patty was largely responsible for the suc- 
cess of one of the AlA's major events this year in its 
“Celebration of Architecture." He also was a member of 
the 1978 AIA National Convention Committee, the 1976 
Fall Chapter Planning Seminar Task Force, and the 1974 
Convention Credentials Committee. 

Patty served as president of the Kansas City 
Chapter/AIA in 1974. He was chairman of the University 
of Kansas ‘Distinguished Alumnus” Jury in 1977, and 
the Kansas Society/AIA Design Awards Jury in 1974. A 
graduate in architecture from the University of Kansas, 
he currently serves on the School of Architecture and 
Urban Design advisory board. 

Also installed during ceremonies in Washington were 
the AIA’s 1980 president, Charles E. Schwing, FAIA, 
Baton Rouge, La.; first vice president/president-elect, R. 
Randall Vosbeck, FAIA, Alexandria, Va.; national vice 
presidents, Gerald L. Clark, FAIA, Phoenix; Anna Halpin, 
FAIA, New York City; Thomas Teasdale, AIA, St. Louis; 
secretary, Robert M. Lawrence, FAIA, Oklahoma City; 
treasurer, Jay W. Barnes, FAIA, Austin, Tex.; and 12 
other new national directors. 

The 33,000-member AIA, established in 1857, serves 
the architectural profession and the public in areas per- 
taining to the built environment. 


Executive Director Wanted 


lowa Chapter, American Institute of Architects, 
Des Moines, lowa, seeks an Executive Director for 
management of state professional organization. 


Salary negotiable, commensurate with experience. 
Send letter of interest and resume’ prior to January 
28, 1980, to Search Committee, S/o lowa Chapter, 
AIA, 512 Walnut Street, Des Moines, lowa 50309. 
Position information and job description available. 


The lowa Catalog 
Historic American 
Building Survey 


by Wesley |. Shank 
University of lowa Press 


Preservation enthusiasts, architectural historians, and 
anyone caught up in chronicles of life in early lowa will 
find much of interest in Wesley Shank's catalog of the 
state's historic buildings. Heavily illustrated and clearly 
indexed, it offers a concise essay on development of the 
building arts from the first log cabins through the Prairie 
School structures of Frank Lloyd Wright and his 
followers. “This book gives us the opportunity,” notes 
Adrian Anderson of the lowa State Historical Depart- 
ment, “to consider the values of our ancestors reflected 
in the buildings preserved from our past in these pages." 
Margaret Keyes, home economics professor of The 
University of lowa and director of Old Capitol restoration, 
calls the catalog ‘‘an essential resource for students of 
lowa architectural history and an excellent guide to the 
wealth of historic buildings and architectural styles in the 
state." Well over 100 private and public buildings are in- 
dexed by city and structure. 

This first broad-based compendium of vintage lowa 
buildings is part of a national project to identify, record 


HICKLIN____ 


GENERATOR INSTALLED in 
WHO BROADCASTING CO., DES MOINES, IA. 


Call us for your next project. Complete design & 
installation service. All equipment assembled at our 
Ankeny Manufacturing & Distribution Center 


HICKLIN POWER company « 515-286-4826 
P.O. Box 4026 * Des Moines. IA. 50333 


For more information, circle No. 35 on your Datacard 


and preserve our American building heritage. Drawn) 
from the records of HABS, a program of the Heritage| 
Conservation and Recreation Service, it is one of a na- 
tionwide series of state catalogs. An appendix lists lowa 
buildings recorded on the HABS inventory and informa- 
tion is keyed to help researchers delve deeper into thel 
national archives. A “Survey of Styles" by Todd Moz- 
ingo, architectural historian discusses the vast rang 
and rich variety of architectural expression in low 
buildings as it traces a 100-year evolution of styles 
July, 1979. 177. 6x9 CIP. LC 79-11666. 

8288. ISBN 0-87745-091-9. Cloth, $12.50. 

8289. ISBN 0-87745-092-7. Paper, $8.95. 


Wesley |. Shank is noted for his broad knowledge of 
lowa architecture and his commitment to historic preser- 
vation in the state. A member of the faculty in the Depart- 
ment of Architecture at lowa State University in Ames, 
Professor Shank earned his B.A. in architecture at the 
University of California at Berkeley, and his M.Arch. at 
McGill University in Montreal. He has published 
monographs about historic buildings in lowa and worked 
as architectural historian and project supervisor with the 
Historic American Buildings Survey 


IOWA ARCHITECT EDITURIAL 
CHANGE 


In the fall of 1975 Ron Walker decided that he had too 
much to do and asked to be repiaced as editor of the 
IOWA ARCHITECT. Panic set in, but as is often the case, 
“cream rose to the top”, and an untried (editorially 
speaking) architect, Brian Shiffler, took over the job 
beginning in 1976. During the four years of his leader- 
ship in association with Midwest Advertising Service the 
magazine has doubled in size, frequency has increased 
from four to six issues per year, and the mailing list ex- 
panded from 1500 to 5000. All of this has been ac- 
complished at a lower cost to the Chapter than before. 


Brian Shiffler asked to be replaced in the middle of 
this year, and once again panic was the order of the day. 
A search was mounted. On October 12, 1979 the Ex- 
ecutive Committee unanimously commended Bryan for 
his exemplary efforts and named Kirk V. Blunck the new 
editor of the IOWA ARCHITECT. Bryan has been urged to 
continue on the editorial board, to lend continuity and 
valuable experience. 

Blunck comes to this post with impecable credentials, 
both architecturally and journalistically. From Des 
Moines, he studied at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, the Harvard Gradute School of Design, and 
the University of Oregon. He is currently with Brooks, 
Borg and Skiles Architects. 

The entire Chapter membership owes Bryan a sincere 
vote of thanks. To Kirk it owes all encouragement and 
cooperation in writing, securing, or suggesting articles of 
interest to those with influence and decision making 
powers in the realm of building construction. 

Julian B. Serrill 
Executive Director 


Architectural 


Johnson Specialty Sales 
P.O. Bor 2691 

Des Moines, lowa 50315 
Phone (515) 285-2483 


Distributors of exterior and interior signage systems of all types and sizes 


For more information, circle no. 30 on your Datacard. 
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Caterpillar Standby Power 


The Ready Reserve 


A Caterpillar Standby Power system could be the 
Only thing standing between you and severe 
economic loss. For hospitals, computer centers or 
any operation that depends on an uninterrupted 
supply of electricity, a ready. power reserve is a 
must. And' your Cat Standby Power system is ready, 
willing and able when you need it most. You can also 
plug it in to meet peak demands or provide 
economical supplementary power 

Cat Standby Power has its own back-up system in 
the form of Total Product Support from 
Gibbs/Cook. We handle the design and installation 
of your System and provide any maintenance 
needed to keep it in top condition. 

The Ready Reserve ... from Gibbs/Cook. Sales 
and service facilities in Des Moines, Ft. Dodge 
Mason City and Postville 
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p Design with 
Concrete Mason 


Burlington Clinton 
Block Co. Block Co. 
319/752/5667 319/242-4051 


Cedar Rapids Coralville 
Block Co. Block Co. 


319/363-0233 319/354-1003 


For more information, circle no. 32 on your Datacard. 
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orx ONE 
Elastomeric PLY 


Roofing 
Systems 


Gates Engineering’s experience in the production and use of 
lastomeric or “rubberlike” materials dates back to 1938. The foun- 
lation of Gates’ success has always been the systematic approach 
developing a complete system for the durable, quality product. 
A single application system cannot possibly answer all the com- 
lex roof membrane requirements presented by modern building 
pchnology. We provide you with product and system selection, 
long with field technical assistance. You also get complete 
details of installation, registered 
systems contractors and a 10 year 
warranty. 


6110) Gates Engineering 
Company, Inc 


he Systematic Approach To The Successful Roofing Installation 


For more information, circle no. 33 on your Datacard. 


Taa Afa 
aa 


wares must a roof membrane endure? 
THERABILITY 

Membrane, adhesive and flashing must stand 
up to the rigors of a wide variety of weather 
including heat, cold, and excessive dryness. 
WATER IMMERSION 

Either by accident or design, the roof 
membrane will be subjected to some water 
immersion. A number of existing installations 
of Gacoflex roofing include reflecting 

pools and planters. 

FOOT TRAFFIC 

Casual inspection, maintenance or by design, 
someone will walk on the membrane. Fully 
adhered membrane systems have been 
recommended for heavy foot traffic. 


E Jack E. Beavers & Associates Inc. 


DIVISION 7 REPRESENTATIVES 
1848 FULLER RD. 

W. DES MOINES, IOWA 50265 
(515) 225-8090 
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